
 
Richard Cocke was an original settler to the American colonies while his wife Temperance was among 
the earliest children actually born in America. 
Richard Cocke was born in Pickthorn, Shropshire, England around December 13, 1597 which is when he 
was baptized. Richard’s father and his son’s namesake was Thomas Cocke, also of Pickthorn, and his 
grandparents were William and Elizabeth Cocke, for which he named other children. 
Richard arrived in Virginia (Virginia was a British colony from 1607 - 1775 and was later divided into eight 
other states) in 1627 as the purser on a ship called The Thomas and John. Eventually, he obtained large 
grants of land for the transportation of more than 220 colonists to Virginia. He settled at "Bremo," on the 
James river, in Henrico county, about 15 miles east of current day Richmond, VA. 
 
Before 1632 he married Temperance Baley (Bailey) Browne, the widow of John Browne whom she had 
married at age 13. Temperance had been born in the colonies about 1617. 
A review of historical documents suggests Temperance's father, an "ancient planter," died very young 
leaving her with 200 acres of land. In Jan 1625 she is identified as a 7-year-old girl who had been born in 
the colony who was living at Jordan's Journey. Temperance's mother was most-likely Cicely Jordan 
Farrar who married the owner, Samuel Jordan. After his death in 1623, she married William Farrar. Cicely 
arrived in Jamestown in August 1610, when she was around 10-years-old, on a ship called The Swan. 
When her ship arrived, 90 percent of the colonists who had come before were dead from starvation, 
disease and Indian attacks. A previous ship that had arrived in the colony just a few months before 
Cicely's had found just 60 survivors. 
 
Richard Cocke did well in the colony both financially and politically. He was appointed lieutenant-colonel 
of his county and was a member of The House of Burgesses, the first group of elected representatives of 
English colony. He owned three plantations named Curles, Bremo, and Malvern Hills. These totaled over 
7,000 acres of land. The plantations that Richard Cocke owned remained in the Cocke family for 
generations. 
 
After the death of Richard Cocke's wife, Temperance, he married Mary Aston around 1652. 
 
You can still step on the land settled by Richard Cocke but, according to an old article in the Oct 1933 
issue of William and Mary Quarterly, the house is no longer standing. 
"There is not a vestige of the old house at "Bremo" not nor anything except the old graveyard and the 
name by which the place is known to indicate the locality in which the house stood. A frame house was 
built there a few years ago by Mr. W. H. Ferguson, superintendent of the present "Curles Neck Farm" who 
says that this house is on the site of an old house that was burned by Federal gunboats during the War 
between the States. This is probably the location of the old house of Richard Cocke for it is near the 
graveyard and close to the river bank..." 
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Richard died 4 Oct 1665 and, as he requested, was buried in his orchard near Temperance.  
 
Richard's children with Temperance were Thomas and Richard (the elder). He and his second wife Mary 
had five children: William, John, Richard (the younger), Elizabeth, and Edward who was born shortly after 
his father's death. 

Will of Richard Cocke 
 
In the name of God, Amen. I, Richard Cocke, Senr. Being Possessed  
 
In perfect healthe and memorie for which i would ____ ... God my creator... I bequeath my sould to God 
that gave it ... To be interred in my Orchard near my first wife. ... with Church Of England Ceremony,  
 
wife Mary Cocke 1/3 of my estate whether in lands or chattles, The said third of the land to held by her 
during her natural life & no longer. My will is that she lay no claim to any part of that land formerly given 
by me to my sons Thomas & Richard Cocke.  
 
Deeds of gift thereof recorded in the Henrico Court, Sons. William and John Cocke residue of the divident 
of land not disposed of by afsd. fivt and the mill. Always excepting in the gift of that 640 A called Bremo, 
to be equally divided between them when they come of age, The afsd. 640 A  
 
to my eldest son Richard Cocke and the male heirs of his body lawfully begotten:  
 
for want of such issue to my son Thomas Cocke & his male heirs &  
 
for want of such then to my son Wm. Cocke and his male heirs &  
 
for want of such to male heirs of John Cocke &  
 
for want of such to male heirs of Richard Cocke " My youngest Son" provided, always, that my first named 
son Richard Cocke, if he lives to inherit same, or any other son or their heirs that shall after my decease 
first possess Sd. land,  
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shall pay to by daughter, Elizabeth when she is 17 years old or at day of her marriage, whichever shell be 
first, then the land to be extended to her use until, Sd., sum be paid by anunall value of the land: & in 
case of the Sd. Elizabeth should die before reaching 17 yrs or day of marriage then Sd. sum to be paid to 
the other children by my now wife, equally portion as they shall attaine to the lawful age,  
 
Youngest son Richard Cocke 750 A of land out of patent taken up jointly by Mr. John Beauchamp & 
myself, of which 1750 A belonged to Me: The residue of which 1750 A I have given to my sons and 
hereby confirm to them Thomas Cocke and Richard Cocke the elder, and their heirs.  
 
As for my personal estate I hereby acknowledge that all cattle of my elder son Richard's the hogs being of 
a distinct mark & all know by my couzen Daniel. (perhaps nephew)  
 
The two negroes do properly belong to him by a gift from his mother... as for the rest of my estate my 
wives thirds being deducted, I give to equally divided between my children by my present wife Mary 
Cocke... as any of my Sd. Children come of age that they receive their equal porcon (portion) of female 
stock then in being & all the male increase to the guardian of my children, cozen Daniel Jordan... and 
much manured land as he & tow hands shall be able & will manure with a team during his life or abode in 
the county provided he accept the same upon the terms, vizt: to employ himself and one hand more.  
 
My son finding teame & seeds & all houseing & tackling belonging to it & one hand, one & to have my Sd. 
Cozen the third part of the produce of all their labours,  
 
In Case my son Thomas Cocke will look to the mill for the use of my other children until they come of age 
he to have the grinding of his corn, toll free, and 3000 pds. tobacco and cask per annum out of his profits. 
My other childrens estates keeping his in repair, exextrs. wife Mary and my two sons Thomas & Richard 
Cocke Senr.  
 
My wife guardian of all my younger children born of her, until they come of age. In case of her decease 
the my Sd. sons Thomas & Richard: Justices of the County of Henrico  
 
Dated under my hand and seals this fourth day of October 1665.  
 
Richard Cocke, Sr.  
 
in presence of henry Randolph, Henry Isham  
 
Death dated 4 Oct 1665 Henrico Co. Va. 
Source: Colonial Wills of Henrico Co., Va. p. 26  
One helpful source for some of this information was found in  Magazine of Virginia Genealogy Vol. 45, 
No. 3 August 2007, Origins of Richard Cocke of Henrico County, Virginia, by Steven R. Day 
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